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Period 6
As by the definition of Political Cartoonist and biographer Draper Hill, an effective caricaturist creates a symbol to drive a population to action. For three years, the Tweed Ring had a grip on New York. They not only controlled the polls, but the hearts and minds of the people. In 1869, Thomas Nast began his campaign against this ring with cartoons. By the end of 1871, The Tweed Ring was destroyed. Political Cartoonist Thomas Nast took a stand against corruption through his cartoons of ‘Boss’ Tweed which awakened the masses who took down the New York Ring. 

Thomas Nast was born in Landau, Germany, September 22, 1840. Throughout his young life, he demonstrated a talent in art, by drawing what he saw. His father was a musician and encouraged Nast to pursue his artistic desires. By the age of five, Nast’s family moved because of the political climate (Paine 5). In New York, Nast would run to fires, just to see the brawls between the fire companies-the Big Six and the Big Eight. At this time fire companies were paid on the basis of who put the fire out first. Nast was captivated by the Bengal Tiger emblazed on the front of the Big Six Company’s fire engine. William Marcy Tweed was the foremen of this company. It was this symbol that Tweed took with him to Tammany Hall and that Nast later used against him. 
Nast attended public school for a short time. His teacher allegedly said, “You will never be able to read or figure.” He did not learn to read and write effectively until he was older. He attended an art school run by artist Theodore Kaufman which eventually burned down causing him to go to one run by Alfred Fredricks. Here Nast established his drawing styles. By the age of 15, Nast began working at Leslie’s Illustrated Press (Paine 20). He traveled to different places, drawing the news. At Leslie’s he began communicating his opinions through drawings. 
After a trip to Europe, he arrived home in 1860. In 1862 he left Leslie’s to work for Harper’s: A Journal of Civilization. On September 27, 1860, Nast married Sarah Edwards. During the Civil War Nast illustrated in a new way. He not only communicated events but emotions (Paine 86). Lincoln said, “Nast has been our best recruiting sergeant,” and, “His emblematic cartoons have never failed to arouse enthusiasm and patriotism and have always seemed to come just when the articles were getting scarce.” Nast’s final transition began with, “Compromise with the South” on September 3, 1864. This image shows an arrogant confederate officer placing his foot on an Union soldier’s grave, with the gravestone reading, “A life lost in a useless war,” while shaking hands with a crippled union soldier. When Nast started using caricatures in 1866, his images became ‘funny.’ During the next election, Nast established himself as a strong Republican. Grant said after winning, “Two things elected me- the sword of Sheridan and the pencil of Thomas Nast.” Mark Twain also praised Nast, “Nast you, more than any other man, have won a prodigious victory for Grant-I mean rather for civilization and progress. Those pictures were simply marvelous. (Keller 78)”

William Marcy Tweed was born into a middle class Irish-catholic family. Tweed was charismatic and trusted. When asked by friends to run for the board of Alderman, known as the Den of 40 Thieves, he declined. However Tweed accepted the offer to become the foreman of a fire company. As the foreman, Tweed had minor political power, since he had a good 150 votes with muscle. Eventually Tweed became part of the corrupt organization, Tammany Hall, because of his talents. The Tweed Ring originated from a bipartisan board of Supervisors organized in 1857, to monitor primary elections. Tweed bought the Republicans, which allowed him to build his political machine (Tilden 10).
Tweed used favorable legislation to obtain funding from businessmen (Lynch 288). With funding Tweed could get any individual elected. Tammany Hall had always been the poor mans best friend; they provided generosity to gain votes (Franklin 131-132). On Election Day of 1868 Tweed gave each of his lieutenants about 1,000 dollars of ‘walking around money. (Ackerman 54)’ Grant’s administration placed Republican moderators at the polls to prevent frauds; however, Sheriff O’Brien removed these moderators making way for the voting repeaters. Judge Barnard provided Tweed with his legal strength. Barnard created a total of 41, 112 votes through illegal naturalization which made up about one third of the total votes. As the day progressed additional ‘moderators’ were also placed at the polls to ensure that the people voted ‘right.’ Even after this, Tweed said, “The ballots did not make the outcome. The counters did.” By the day’s end, on December 28, 1868 all of the Tammany candidates were elected. Tweed’s control over the legislature and executive branch was solidified. Oakley Hall was mayor, Tweed was a City Senator, Hoffman was governor, Connolly was comptroller, and Sweeney was Commissioner of Parks. Each of these individuals’ powers covered each other, creating a perfect political machine.  
With control over the treasury Tweed dictated what people perceived (Lynch 238). Almost every newspaper in New York was bought through city ‘advertising.’ The New York Times in 1869 received 33,400 dollars. Another newspaper, The Irish American received about 59,000 (Ackerman 98). Regardless of obvious corruption, they solidified their image through newspapers and propaganda. In the election of 1870, Tammany candidates won by a landslide with no sign of frauds. Through city funds Tweed had what he needed to win the people. Tweed proselytized catholic public schools and did other favors for the Catholic Church to obtain the Irish majority (Lynch 281). He made it seem as if he was their friend, so that he could plunder the treasury. Estimates range the amount of money stolen, being from 30 to 200 million. After the election of 1868 Nast began attacking Tammany regardless of discouragement. One friend, James Parton said, “They will print their lies in large type and when any contradiction is necessary it will be lost in an obscure corner. You can never withstand the assaults much less hope to win. (Paine 154)”   


On September 11, 1869, Nast drew Tweed for the first time. On June 4, 1870 Nast released “Shadows of Fore Coming Events: Fruits of a Democratic Victory.” Another significant cartoon, “The Power Behind the Thrown,” was released on October 29, 1870. This cartoon depicted Governor Hoffman as a figurehead to “Sweed and Tweeney.” Nast mixed up letters so that there was no evidence of libel. Soon after his “Shadows of Fore Coming Events”, The Times printed, “The sketches of New York life under Democratic rule may not be entirely welcome to Tammany chiefs, but the great body of citizens will sorrowfully admit that they are not the least bit exaggerated. (Paine 152)” That summer the newspaper hired a new editor named Lewis Jennings. Also James P. Talyor, a significant stock-owner and Tweed advocate died on August 22, 1870. This coupled with the unpaid advertising bill of 17,000 and the Nast cartoon, caused The Times to begin its own attacks (Ackerman 98-100). One significant editorial on February 24, 1871 states, “There is absolutely nothing- nothing in the city which is beyond the reach of the inevitable gang that have obtained possession of it. They can get a grand jury dismissed at any time, and as we have seen, the legislature is completely at their disposal.”  
The initial cartoons and editorials had little effect. Tweed attributed their attacks to the fact that they were Republican organs, though as Nast became more effective in caricaturing, he responded. It is alleged that when he picked up the cartoon “Tweedledee and Sweedledum,” on January 14, 1871, he, in a burst of rage, said, “That’s the last straw, I’ll show those d--- publishers a new trick. (Ackerman 122)”  In response to ‘generous’ donations by the Ring, Nast showed Tweed stealing out of the treasury while handing some of the spoil to the poor, saying, “Let’s blind them with this, and then take some more.” In response, Tweed removed Harper textbooks from New York schools which caused other states to follow suit. Despite this, Fletcher Harper, the owner of Harper’s Weekly, was unmoving (Ackerman 138). Nast showed Tweed throwing school books out the window and replacing them with “Arithmetic by Connolly” and “Honest Government by Sweed”, in a May 13, 1871 cartoon. Nast brilliantly portrayed this, since Tweed replaced the textbooks with textbooks from The New York Printing Company, a company he was a board member of. The Times praised Harper’s for this on November 4, 1871, “The weekly has made incessant war upon the Tammany Ring regardless of the fact that its course procured its publishers the enmity of the corrupt leaders among the democrats, who took their revenge, not only in this city, but in California and elsewhere, by excluding the excellent schoolbooks of (smudged and abbreviated word) Harper’s from common schools.” 
Even though The Times alleged there was corruption, there was no proof.  As a result the paper fell into a cycle of slander with such lines as, “although every Democrat is not a horse thief, it is quite certain every horse thief is a Democrat.” When The Times made an unsupported allegation that the ledger books were fraudulent, The Ring disproved The Times when they assembled a committee of six to review the accounts. This committee was composed of trusted officials including Jack Astor III. When the accounts were cleared, the credibility of The Times was destroyed. The New York Sun wrote on February 3, 1871 “Let the Times change its course, send off Jennings and get some gentlemen and scholar in his place, and become again an able and high-toned paper. Thus it may escape from ruin. Otherwise it is doomed. (Paine 161)”  

After the election of 1868 Sheriff O’Brien demanded 150,000 for vouchers. Tweed refused to pay, which O’Brien responded to by forming the Young Democrats. With political muscle, Tweed destroyed the party and O’Brien’s political career. However, before this, O’Brien secured a position for a friend. He put Bill Copeland into the Comptrollers office as an accountant. Immediately, Copeland noticed inconsistencies in the accounts of the city. O’Brien told him to copy the account books, which by the end of 1870 was done. After attempting blackmail, O’Brien went to different papers and finally on July 18, 1871 gave the information to The Times (Ackerman 160). 

Nast’s, “Gross Irregularity, Not Fraudulent” questioned government actions. Auditor Watson was a key figure within the comptroller’s office. He wrote the vouchers that appropriated money for city uses. Among these appropriations included one donation to TC Cash for 30,000 dollars (How New York is Governed: The Frauds of the Tammany Democrats, 1871 edition). The job of straightening the Broadway was another ploy to make money. However, before this project could be carried out Auditor Watson was killed in a sleigh accident on January 24, 1871. Since Tweed no longer had a trusted Auditor, he canceled the legislation. Nast drew Tweed crouched over a crooked drawing of Broadway with the commentary, “To make this look straight is the hardest job I ever had. What made Watson go sleigh riding?” Another cartoon “The Glorious Fourth” released on July 22, 1871, mocked a speech Tweed gave on July 4th.   
The Times faced sharp editorials from newspapers but also problems from The Ring. If Tweed was able to obtain any portion of their stock, The Ring would be able to set the newspaper up for a receivership, silencing it (Ackerman 133). They bought all of the paper’s stock before this happened. The proofs delivered in July provided the evidence that The Times needed. Knowing this, Connolly attempted to bribe Jones for five million to which Jones answered, “I don’t think the devil will ever make a higher bid for me than that. (Lynch 363)” On July 22, 1871 the Times published the proofs. Several days later, people from the 12th and 19th wards of New York came together to denounce The Times allegations. These frauds were so unreal that much of the population thought it was fabricated. On September 22, 1871, 20, 000 people cheered Tweed at Tweed’s re-nomination ceremony. (Ackerman 229). Regardless of the proofs, the Irish majority still supported Tweed. The proofs implicated no individuals causing Hall to say, “Who is going to sue?” Oakley Hall, known as Elegant Oakley since he was a writer and scholar, responded to The Times, through editorials in The Leaders and eventually sued The Times for libel on August 22nd.  
Nast’s, “Two Great Questions,” on August 19th was one of his greatest cartoons.  Nast took questions from both the Times and the Tribune and answered them. The first question, “Who stole the people’s money?” was answered with a ring of politicians pointing at each other in a cycle. The second question, “Who is Innersoles CO?” was answered with a long line of politicians. A cartoon released on September 2nd titled “The Rich Growing Richer and the Poor Growing Poorer” was significant. This cartoon showed The Ring members lying on a bed of roses while a poor family suffered in the basement. The Cooper Union meeting held on September 4, 1871 was a result of these cartoons. At this meeting, speakers including former mayor Havenmyer used Nast’s caption “What are you going to do about it?” Speaker James Emmot stated, “Gentlemen, there is no denial of these fraudulent payments and there is no fornication of their amount. Now what are you going to do about it? (Lynch 371) ” The Committee of 70 was formed that night, which, September 6th, marched into Judge Barnard’s court demanding an injunction be made, freezing the comptroller’s ability to issue funding. Barnard betrayed the ring and issued the injunction. Tweed said later, “We owe to Barnard all our troubles. (Ackerman 201)”  


Hall and Sweeney demanded that Connolly resign, so that they could escape charges. Hall had backed himself into a corner when he attacked The Times. He first denounced the frauds; then admitted that they were “probably exorbitant”; and finally he denied having anything to do with them. This is shown in Harper’s on August 19th, “The enormous frauds are not denied, but it is gravely said that they secured two or three years ago, and that the municipal system of that time has been abolished. And when to this it is answered that the chief officers implicated under then, and that the same frauds are now charged; there is no reply, even flippancy fails.” Connolly finally broke when groups of city workers demanded to be paid, which was a result of the injunction. After the riot on September 14th Connolly went to see Samuel Tilden, a lawyer, politician, and enemy of Tweed. (Ackerman 213-214)” 

Tilden rivaled Tweed. When Tweed tried to strengthen his ring with the Sweeney Charter, Tilden spoke against it (Tilden 18). The Sweeney Charter of 1870 made several formally elected positions, appointed. The charter extended the terms of these positions to outlast any anti-Tammany mayor.  When Connolly came to Tilden, Tilden suggested using one of his new powers granted by the Sweeney Charter. The Sweeney Charter allowed for the appointment of a temporary comptroller so that the appointed comptroller could leave on vacations. Tilden had Connolly appoint Andrew H. Green, which allowed Tilden access to city finances.  

Support waned for Tweed as Nast published powerful cartoons including “Under the Thumb,” on June 10, 1871, which showed Tweed’s thumb grinding New York into the ground. Another cartoon, on September 23, 1871 titled, “A Group of Vultures Waiting For the Storm to ‘Blow Over’”, showed Tweed’s Ring as vultures waiting out a storm over their nest of bones labeled: justice, suffrage, and liberty. Nast created a cartoon titled “Why is the Treasury empty?” on October 14, 1871, showing Tweed living off of the stolen money from the treasury with the befuddled workers wondering where it went. Nast had police officers posted around his house. When city officials removed Captain Ira Garland from his post, Nast moved his family to Morristown, New Jersey in the fall of 1871. They attempted to bribe him with 500,000 dollars to take a trip to Europe (Paine 179-181).  Harper’s mentions on August 26th, “Letters of the most violent character poured in upon him, some anonymous, others signed with the writer’s name threatening violence and even death unless he should quit caricaturing the ring.”
When the election arrived in November 1871, The Ring’s prospects were grim. With no funding, there was no way to combat negative publicity. On Election Day, November 11, Nast issued his, arguably, greatest cartoon titled “Tammany Tiger Loose.” The cartoon depicted an amphitheatre in which Tweed looked down on a slaughter. He watches as his Tammany Tiger mauls liberty, health, and justice. Of the members of the Board of Alderman, only Tweed and one other were reelected. Tweed as Nast addressed on November 25, 1871 in “What are You Laughing At, To the Victor Belong the Spoils” won his election by 10,000 even though he wanted 30,000. Nast used Tweed’s own quote, “To the victor belong the spoils,” as the title of his cartoon. This cartoon showed Tweed dressed as a bogus gladiator surrounded by the ruins of Tammany, with words reading, “The Tammany boys whipped out of their boots” and “That’s what the people did about it.” Reform candidates held key positions, effectively destroying The Ring. Franz Sigel, a popular reform candidate won the position of Registrar with a majority of 28,117. Also reformist Havenmeyer replaced Mayor Hall (Lynch 384). 
Nast caused this since the majority of the city could not read. Editorials by the Times and Harper’s Weekly support this. One excerpt from The Methodist noted Harper’s Weekly on November 25, 1871 reads, “One of Nast’s cartoons gathers up the force of many editorials; that of the present week representing the destruction of the Republic by Tammany corruption (Tammany Tiger Loose) is very effective…Here again Nast’s tireless pencil made the issue plain to the simplest of understanding… Plain people who would never read long arguments find all their force condensed in one of his features.” Another editorial by the Times in May 20, 1872 says, “His drawings are stuck upon the walls of the poorest dwellings, and stored away in portfolios of the wealthiest commissioners. A man who can appeal peacefully to millions of people, with a few strokes of pencil, must be admitted to be a great power in the land…He addresses the learned and unlearned alike. Many people cannot read, ‘leading articles,’ others do not choose to read them. But you cannot help seeing Mr. Nast’s pictures, and when you have seen them you cannot fail to understand them.” Tweed himself is alleged to have stated, “I don’t care so much what the papers say about me, my constituents can’t read, but d--- it they can see those pictures. (Paine 179)”   


Later, Tilden replaced Hoffman. When the records were scrutinized it showed that the money given to the companies working for the city, found its way into Tweed’s account in the form of 6,312,541.37, which was published in The Times October 26, 1871. The others escaped such examination. Sweeney and Connolly both went to Paris. Hall was tried but acquitted. Tweed lost in a court case and was jailed at a debtor’s prison on Landow Street. He managed to escape and fled to Spain. Officials knew that he was going to Spain, and sent ahead a July 1, 1876 cartoon titled, “Tweedldee and Tildendum” to identify him. Officials arrested Tweed on September 18, 1876. Tweed died in jail shortly after his 55th birthday in 1878 (Lynch 418). 

Thomas Nast was the first great political cartoonist in America. Nast accomplished something on a national level (Hill phone interview, October 23). The artists of Joseph Keppler’s Puck and Judge wrote letters to Nast apologizing for borrowing his symbolisms (Press 257). Nast became bitter towards the end of his life because of this (Press 254). The cartoonist Herblock, mentions Thomas Nast, “The Republican Party had even been the party of Thomas Nast, whose profusely illustrated biography had early made a great impression on me. (Block 33)” Thomas Nast helped set the tone of journalism which brought light to corruption in the Gilded Age. He made people question their personal reality. He presented compelling arguments in a humorous fashion. His symbolisms and ideas still exist today in the form of the Republican elephant and the Democratic donkey. He defined the modern Santa Claus which is seen in homes every year across the world. 

Political Cartoonist Thomas Nast took a stand against corruption through cartoons of ‘Boss’ Tweed which awakened the masses who took down the New York Ring. Thomas Nast communicated the wrongs of the ‘Boss’ to everyone. Significant events coincide with Nast cartoons. He awoke people by showing injustices, inspiring them to do what was right. Nast showed cartoonists of future generations what they could do, “with a few strokes of pencil.” 
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